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Interuiew: DeJense Minister Atberto Oliart

The NATO question: 'We must have
command of our own territo ty'
Spani.sh DeJbnse Minister Alberto Oliart granted thi.s in-
terview to EIR in Madrid on June 23.

EIR:  A f te r  the  Malv inas  c r is is ,  does  Spa in  p lan  to  in te -
grate i tsel f  mi l i tar i ly  into NATO, or to play a more
l im i ted  ro le  l i ke  tha t  o f  F rance?
Ol iar t :  We plan integrat ion into the mi l i tary organiza-
t ion of  NATO in a way which of  course must be worked
out wi th the actual  components of  the al l iance; but we do
not  in tend to  remain  in  a  pos i t ion  l i ke  tha t  o f  F rance.

EIR: [NATO Secretary-General ]  Joseph Luns in an in-
terv iew with the Madrid dai ly newspaper Ya on June 20
speaks of  the possibi l i ty  of  intervent ions into the Third
World by NATO members as something perfect ly natu-
ral  in the future.  What do you think?
Ol iar t :  I  have not read this interview with Luns. I  imag-
ine that,  g iven the special  nature of  the NATO al l iance,
and the independence maintained by the countr ies rv i th in
the al l iance, [o determine their  own foreign and mi l i tary
pol icy,  that  Secretary-General  Luns has probably s imply
just i f ied the fact  that  some countr ies rv i th in the al l iance
have intervened, obviously, in the past and at certain
points, in various Third World areas l ike Africa.

I  insist  that  th is corresponds to the sovereign decis ion
of each of  the member countr ies of  NATO to act  in
matters of  foreign pol icy or mi l i tary pol icy as they think
oppor tune ,  w i thout  p re jud ice  to  the  u l t imate  a im o f  the
a l l iance,  wh ich  is  the  de fense o f  te r r i to ry  v i ta l  in  in te res t
to  a l l  the  a l l iance members ,  wh ich  inc ludes  Spa in  today .
As  members  o f  the  At lan t ic  a l l iance,  we have commi t ted
ourselves to the sphere geographical ly wi th in the t 'erms
of the t reaty,  not  to any other.  This does not af fect .  our
decis ion to cont inue our foreign pol icy just  as we consid-
er i t  should be carr ied forward, as a sovereign and
independent  na t ion .

E I R :  W h a t  d o  _ y o u  t h i n k  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  G i b r a l t a r
cou ld  be  a  NATO base jo in t l y  governed by  Spa in  and
Creat  Br i ta in ' l

Ol iar t :  We have clear ly put forward the fact  that  i t  is  a
pr ior i ty,  a v i ta l  strategic interest  for  our nat ion.  I  mean
that zone def ined by the points of  the Balear ic Is lands,
the Strai ts of  Gibral tar ,  the Canar ies.  We have clear ly
expressed the concept that in this zone, the Spanish
command is not subject  to debate.

EIR: A debate is present ly raging in NATO about the
future of  armaments:  Whether one should opt for  con-
vent ional  forces,  or else develop, as the Soviets are now
doing, new strategic arms based on space-age warfare-
laser beam weapons and so on. What do you think,
taking into account the very dist inct  impl icat ions of  the
two al ternat ives in terms of  wor ld economic growth,
about  th is  debate?
Ol ia r t :  In  my count ry 's  s i tua t ion ,  a t  our  indus t r ia l ,  eco-
nomic,  and technological  level ,  I  bel ieve we can develop
an army by land, by sea, by air ,  which in convent ional
terms wi l l  be on a par wi th the others in the At lant ic
al l iance. The other arms systems you refer to do not enter
the immediate hor izon. I  do not mean to say that we are
not paying careful  at tent ion to th is advance, nor that  we
are not gaining the means to handle these technologies
in the event we should possess them. However, the
present modernization project we have for the armed
forces'  mater ie l  st i l l  does not include these levels of  h igh
technology, for  budget,  economic,  and technical  reasons.

EIR:  But  on  what  s ide  do  you s tand in  the  debate?
Ol ia r t :  I t  i s  hard  to  answer  th is ,  bu t  I  wou ld  say  tha t
each country must do the utmost to at ta in the highest
possible defense level .  The At lant ic al l iance is a defensive
al l iance, faced with what appeared to be a decis ive Soviet
menace aga ins t  Europe in  1945.  Th is  po ten t ia l th rea t  s t i l l
ex is ts  in  sp i te  o f  a l l  the  d ip lomat ic ,  po l i t i ca l ,  and cu l tu ra l
re la t ions  be tween us .  I  do  th ink  there fore  tha t  any th ing
those count r ies  in  the  a l l iance wh ich  can deve lop  the
absolutely highest technologies can do to defend the free
wor ld ,  shou ld  be  done.  because th is  he lps  to  ma in ta in  the
c h a r a c t e r  o f  a  t r u e  s h i c l d .  w h i c h  t h e  A t l a n t i c  a l l i a n c e  i s
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supposed to be. These countries should develop the type
of technology you referred to.

EIR: What do you think about technological  interde-
pendence in military terms?
Ol iart :  We have many of  our own technologies,  and we
are working on others.  I  th ink we should pursue this
path.

However, arms systems today are numerous, com-
plex, and varied. We do not have a national technology
for some of these systems, so we should acquire them. I
think a cost-efficiency analysis must be made. Efficiency
means not only y ie ld f rom a certain system, but what you
gain in terms of  nat ional  independence.

l f  you take the French example,  they do have French
weapons systems, but many of  these include other na-
t ions'  technologies.  Apart  f rom the superpowers today,
almost no one else has the dimensions, be i t  in terms of
space, economics,  etc. ,  to ent i re ly develop the technolo-
gies for  themselves which they may require.

E IR:  What  do  you th ink  about  the  European Rap id

Deployment Force?
Ol ia r t :  Th is  a l ready  ex is ts .  Each count ry  in  the  a l l iance
has cont r ibu ted  to  i t .  Th is  fo rce  is  necessary ,  and Spa in  i s
d isposed to  cont r ibu te  un i ts ,  and to  d iscuss  the  s ize  o f  the
un i ts .  Th is  Rap id  Dep loyment  Force  o I  the  At lan t ic

a l l iance o f  course  is  no t  the  same as  the  Nor th  Amer ican
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Rapid Deployment Force.

EIR: Could you elaborate a l i t t le more on the question
o f out-of-area deployments?
Oliart: I cannot imagine under what conditions my
country could have an interest in intervening militarily in
countries which you have called Third World countries,
and which are not included in the geographically delim-
ited area of the North Atlantic treaty. For a great many
years now, my country has not had an expansionist
policy outside its own territory. Spain is concerned and
involved in defending and developing its own national
territory and population. I do not see reasons why at this
point we should find motivations to intervene in other
countries.

EIR: In your opinion must the NATO mandate for
Spain be under Spanish control or could you accept
integration of other commands?
Oliart: More detailed discussion will bc required on this
topic. But, as you know, Spain is a country between
southern Europe and northern Africa. The Straits of
Gibraltar are not an abyss separating us from Africa, but
rather a means of communication.

Furthermore, we are a nation between the Mediter-
ranean and the Atlantic. This poses so many problems
that if you take the NATO commands as they presently
stand, you could come up with Naples, just as you could
come up with Norfolk. Perhaps the first priority from
which we move is a Spanish command, as now already
exists. This isjustified precisely by the fact of our complex
situation, and by the enormous importance, in my eyes,
which my country has strategically for NATO as a
nation, and as a reserve territory, a last bastion. It is not
inconceivable that there must be a single command for
this territory which is so special.

EIR: You mean a single Spanish mandate?
Oliart:  Yes, natural ly. Dependcnt or integrated of
course, as is the English, as is any other mandate, on the
al l iance as a whole. This is what we plan to discuss with
our allies. We wish to see whether this is possible or not.
We think that they too must work through the question
in depth, i .e.,  whether, given our complex situation, we
must fit into the pre-conceived schemes of NATO, which
has been around for 35 years. This al l iance was consti tut-
ed by agreement between the countries which composed
it at the t ime of i ts creation. But a new enti ty is entering
the al l iance, which has i ts own pecul iari t ies, unl ike those
of any other European country.

EIR: But wi l l  this be a sine qua non condit ion?
Of iart:  I  would not go so far as to say that i t  is a .sine qua
non condi t ion,  but  i t  is  a  pr ior i ty  which we want  e xamined
very thoroughly indeed.
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I nteru iew : I nterior Minister
Juctn Josei Roson

d is t inc t ion .  What  do  you th ink?
Ros6n: I  th ink i t  is  very hard to make that dist inct ion,
al though, in fact ,  on a medical  level  as wel las on the level
of the cultural analysis I referred to before, these distinc-
t ions have been made. I  th ink that  the drugs in them-
selves, whatever their more profound effect may be, and
whatever the drug and its physical origin may be, must in
the f inal  analysis be given a s ingle,  coherent t reatment.

I think that society has been harmed in recent years
by this imposi t ion of  d ist inct ions between drugs. They
are drugs, and thus produce st imul i  or  generate sensa-
t ions which are not natural  in human beings; they are
art ihcial .  Faced with the ent i re array of  drugs, one must
take a rat ional  stand, including considerat ion ol 'certain
drugs that have already been introduced into society or
certain st imulants that  are habi tual ly accepted social ly,
such as alcohol, for example.

EIR: Our edi tor ia l  board has been working for years on
the question of international networks. We are convinced
that at a very high level, there is a l lnancial and polit ical
organization very closely l inked to the Opium Wars of
the l9th century. What is your conception of these
networks?
Ros6n: In the f inal  analysis,  in human society human
beings carry out act ions,  and when these act ions are
cunningly worked out and have a coherent form of
organization-and this is precisely what we find in the
cul t ivat ion,  t raf f ic ,  sale,  and organizat ion of  the con-
sumption of  drugs-you cannot help but th ink that  we
a re con fron ti ng enorm ously powerful organ izati on s.

I cannot back this up with concrete facts. But from
our perspective of what Spain represents-a country
where drug consumption is unfortunately taking of f ,  and
which, due to i ts s i tuat ion on the globe is bound to be a
point  of  passage for internat ional  drug routes-the most
we can hope for is an effort-a sizeable effort,
natural ly- to col laborate wi th other countr ies to at tempt
to real ly get behind the image which is presented for
show [by the drug lobby-ed.]  for  behind this image
must necessar i ly  stand a cunningly planned and very
powerfu I  organ izat ion.

EIR: The French press publ ished informat ion on pro-
t .ect ion rackets in the Basque country and on drug traf l ic
by ETA (the terror ist  Basque separat ist  group).  Many
people th ink ETA is deal ing in drugs to f inance i ts
ac t iv i t ies .  What  do  you th ink?
Ros6n: There does exist  informat ion which leads one to
th ink  th is  i s  the  case.  Members  o f  the  ETA te r ro r is t
group have undoubtedly part ic ipated in drug traf f ic ,
and,  espec ia l l y ,  in  push ing  peop le  to  take  drugs  in  the
Basque count ry .  But  though we do  have da ta  on  spec i l i c
ind iv idua ls ,  we are  insu f f i c ien t ly  we l l - in fo rmed on the
way the  who le  complex  is  o rgan ized.

'Dru$s €rrespread
by a conspiracy'
Spain's Interior Minister, Juan Josi Ros6n spoke ro EIR
in Madrid on June 17.

EIR: We think that  drugs are not a sociological  phe-
nomenon, but something very wel l  organized. What is
your v iewpoint?
Ros6n: There is no doubt whatsoever that there is a
nexus of  economic interests manifest ing the existence ol '
an organizat ion which we conlront on many di l l 'erent
levels.  There is a macro-organizat ion,  which directs
movements in the drug economy on a wor ldwide level ,
and al ier  that  come the micro-organizat ions,  which may
be nat ional  in character.  Consequent ly,  one must speak
o l 'a  power lu l ,  s t ruc tu red  ne twork ,  a  ne twork  tha t  in -
c l  udes economic interests o l '  i  ncalcula ble i  n l l  uence.

From a di l ' l 'erent standpoint ,  the drug phenomenon
is essent ia l ly  one with deep social  roots,  where there are
cu l tu ra l ,  med ica l ,  s tandard-o l - l i v ing ,  and o ther  cons id -
erat ions.  There is no doubt that  drugs respond to a
society.  Drugs peak in a society in which the scale ol '
spir i tual  values is undergoing a prolbund process of '
change. There is also no doubt that  drugs are the recourse
o l 'hunran be ings  who w ish  to  escape a  wor ld  wh ich  is  a t
t imes hos t i le  to  them,  o r  an  env i ronment  wh ich  is  nega-
t i ve .

Las t ly ,  one shou ld  no t  exc lude the  poss ib i l i t y  tha t
drugs may have been used or have in lact  been used as
par t  o l 'a  po l i t i ca l  des ign  or  p ro jec t  conducted  by  c i rc les
who ru le  over  soc ie ty .

E IR:  One way drugs  were  so ld  to  the  U.S.A.  was by
push ing  the  l ine  tha t  there  is  a  d i l ' fe rence be tween "so l t "
a n d  " h a r d "  d r u g s .  l n  o u r  o p i n i o n  t h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h
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