GeneralBedoya:In two years,
we cangetrid ofthe drugtrade
The following speech by former Colombian Army CommanderGen.Harold BedoyaPizarro (ret.) wasdeliveredat a
seminarorganizedbyEIRand thelbero-AmericanSolidariry
Movementin Colombia,on July 23. Theseminarwasentitled,
"The Peruvianand ColombianPeaceProcesses."General
Bedoya was a Presidential candidate in the recent national
elections.
Rather than pointing the finger at other nations and making
them out as criminals for the drug-traffickingproblem, what
Colombia needsis allies and partners.Specifically,to resolve
the problem of drugs and terrorism, Colombia needsto ally
with nine countries:Bolivia, Ecuador,Peru(the cocaproducers and processors),the United States(the major consumer),
Mexico (transitcountry),Spain(drug entry port into Europe),
Holland and Germany(which arethe majorproducersof "Ecstasy" and of various chemical precursorsin making illegal
drugs),and with Russia(which like otherformer Iron Curtain
nations,sells weaponsto the mafla and the narco-terrorists).
In Colombia, one can find Russianrifles, Russianrockets,
Russian-madeammunition. Russiais involved here, as are
other countries which were from the Iron Curtain. For example, weaponsare alsocoming in from CentralAmerica, from
Cuba and Nicaragua.
If we ten nationswere to join forces and agree,we could
eliminate this problem. It would be an agreementin which
we would allocatetasks:Colombia,of course,would haveto
eliminatethe cropsand laboratories,pursuethe drug-trafficking mafias, and fight againstterrorism causedby the drug
trade.The United Stateswould haveto enddrug consumption.
Peru and Bolivia would have to reduce their production of
cocaleaf. The Dutch and Germanswould needto stopselling
precursorchemicals,and the Russianswould have to stop
selling weapons.We could, in this way, certify-or decertify-each other, accordingto whetherwe met our responsibilities or not.
The United Stateswould be decertifiedif it continuedto
consume,as would Holland and Germany if they continued
to sell precursorchemicals,or Russia,if it continuedto sell
weaponsto the drug-trafficking mafias.Thus, we would do
away with hypocrisy,and with the farce that Colombia is the
only country responsiblefor all this.
Look at the size of the problem: In the United States,
betweendrug consumption,rehabilitationof addicts,and the
fight againstthe drug trade,they spendin oneyear,the equiva48
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lent of Colombia's entire Gross National Product. That's
right: $90 billion! In Colombia, we spend nothing to fight
consumptionanddrug addiction,not a singlepeso.In the fight
againstthe drug trade,we hardly spendanything.In the fight
againstthe cartels,we spentpractically nothing. How much
doesthe United Statesgive Colombia?Very little. They are
trifles: a few old helicopterswhich fall apartdaily from obsolescence.
But, they sayColombiais the only one responsible.Well,
it is true that we bear a greatdeal of responsibility for what
we have accepted,and what we have lived through. But the
responsibility is worldwide. What we military men call the
"theater of operations" of the mafia and the drug trade, is
worldwide. Within the theaterof operationsis the zone of
operations,the zoneof communications,the supply zone,the
rear guard-this type of analysisworks perfectly for this case.
For example,here in Colombia, we are consuming$3-4
billion a year in contraband generatedand financed by the
drug trade. The same is true of the drug-money laundries.
This contrabandis what has given Colombia an unemployment rate above 75Vo,andin cities like Cali, unemployment
is already above 20Vo,since it is the area where more drugs
areproduced,the city where the drug mafias live and operate.
It is a demonstrationof how the country is narcoticized.The
country is in bad shape,destroyed.Colombia is no longer
producingfood, it's not trading.Colombiahasbeenleft nearly
exclusively with just a little coffee, with the little oil left to
us; nothingelseis produced.

A Marshall PIan is needed
Every day one can hear that the country is in total crisis.
Well, to resolvethis problem,a Marshall Plan is needed,like
that with which Europerecoveredafter World War II. We are
talking about a plan to rebuild a country from the ashes.In
the first place, we needto ally with the industrializedcountries,with the Groupof Seven,for them to investin the reconstructionof the country, especiallyin all those zoneswhich
are devastatedby the drug trade, such as the south of the
country and the easternpart of Colombia, which are saturated
with drugs.
If the industrializedcountrieswere to investin Colombia,
we could develop the Marshall Plan, which would involve
contributionsof capital, of technology,trade, services,and
the creationof poles of development.In Colombia, we need
severalpolesof development.Onesuchwould be in thesouth,

EIR

International

-r{.-

t.

!r

trt|t

August7, 1998

Former Presidential
candidate Gen. Harold
Bedoya (ret.): "A
Marshall Plan is needed,
Iike thntwithwhich
Europe recovered after
WorldWar II. We are
talking about a plan to
rebuild a countryfrom
the ashes."

with its basebeing Florencia(capitalof Caquet6),to coverthe
southernregion: Putumayo,Amazonas,the Amazon region.
With this developmentpole, we could rebuild areasdevastatedby the drug trade,andwe would rehabilitatethesezones,
putting the land to work once again to grow food insteadof
drugs, recovering the jungle that was burned or slashedto
produce coca, while researchinghow to exploit the jungles
which are very rich in biodiversity.In this project,the whole
Colombian government,'wouldparticipate, as well as the
United Statesand other industrializednations.
To accomplishthis, a civil-military operationwould be
needed,in which military engineerswould participatein rebuilding the area, in building bridges, highways, landing
strips, trains, schools,everything that could be done. And,
logically, therewould be greatinvolvementon the part of the
Colombiangovernment,especiallyfrom the Presidency.This
would be a developmentpole to embracethe entire south,
including the borderswith Ecuador,Peru,and Brazil.
Another developmentpole would have to be located in
the north of the country-Urabd, Choc6-with the sameintent, but embracingthe entire Gulf of Urab6.They, too, have
cropsof narcoticdrugs,drug laboratories,andthere,too, there
hasbeendevastationcausedby terrorismand violence.
Still anotherdevelopmentzone would be the region of
Colombia's northeast.We are talking about Arauca, Casanare,wherethe developmentpole would be headquartered
in
Arauca. This zone also has more or less the sameproblems:
border problems, drug problems, terrorism problems. We
would alsohaveanotherdevelopmentpole to coverthe north,
theSantanderprovinces,the areaof CatatumboRiver, another
BIR.
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border area that is affected by the drug trade. This region
includes southernBolfvar province, southernC6sar, where
we daily have the problem of terrorism. This development
pole would have Bucaramangaas its epicenter.
And so, we have to begin to economically develop the
country,with both domesticandinternationalresources,with
the participationof the government,with the active participation as well of the Armed Forces.I am certain that if we do
this, four yearsis more than sufficient to rebuild the country.
And then there is the alliance we must forge with the
developedcountries.It is the alliance we must convoke to
fight the drug tradeandthe drug mafias.Colombia holds sevetal "first places":first placein cocaproduction,first placein
drug laboratories,first place in mafias. We can get rid of
these"first places"though this alliance.We must develop a
strategyfor weakening,and then eliminating, the drug trade.
In two years,we can lick this problem. I don't seethis
being a difficult matter. The fact is that up until now, we
haven't wantedto actually fight the drug trade. We have allowed the drug trade to reach up to the Presidency of the
Republic, and when this happens,then there is simply no
political will to take on the problem. If one achievespower
with dirty drugmoney,onecannotlaunchthe battlesrequired.
That is why therehasbeenan appearanceof fighting the drug
tradeoverthelastfour years,but you all well know that during
those four years,Congresshas dedicateditself to legislating
in favor of thosecriminals.
With thisgreatpoliticalproblemresolved,which I believe
is alreadyresolved-or at leastthat regime of comrption and
drug trafficking has been defeated-then we can make this
International 49

alliance.It is an allianceof all our friendsto do away with the
entiredrug process.You know that the drug problemincludes
the crops,the laboratories,the cocaineproductioncomplexes,
and it takesa large military, police, and judicial allianceto
defeatthesecriminal organizations,and so that is where all
the nations involved in this problem must participate.We
only needa little time to accomplishthis, not a lot of time. It
is alreadyknown wherethe crops are,where the laboratories
are. Just getting into an airplaneand looking down tells you
where they are. So, we must simply uproot this. Then enters
the otherplan, the reconstructionplan, sothat at the sametime
that we are eradicating,we are also immediately rebuilding
aroundthe developmentpoles.
That is how we will get the country going again.

War on narco-terrorism
The other thing is the war against terrorism, which is
anotherfight we have neverwantedto take on. The picture is
very painful and very sad.Very sadto seehow they are running kidnappings,running the drug trade,from thejails. They
arerunning terrorismfrom thejails; fiom the prisoncells they
give orders on how to handle the national geography;and
from thejails, they havepractically put the Colombianpeople
up againstthe wall. This fight must be waged.
The governmentwill give the membersof thesecriminal
organizations-call them drug traffickers, terrorists,narco-

"Long before Paula Jones,
long before Monica Lewinsky,
there was a conscious decision, made in
London, that there would be a full-scale
campaign to destroy Bill Clinton,
and to destroy, once and for all,
the credibility of the office of the
Presidencv of the Llnited States."

terrorists,or what you will-an opportunity to surrenderto
the state,since in the end it is the statewhich is responsible
for how Colombians live, and these opporlunities will be
given when and where the governmentconsidersit convenient andwhen circumstancespennit. The peace,or dialogue,
process,canbe held, but without the staterenouncingits obligations,becausethe first obligationof the stateis to guarantee
life, honor,property.This cannotbe renounced.The only one
responsiblein all this is the state:The government,Congress,
the justice system,all the institutions must work in this direction.
Obviously, the country will have to make a seriesof reforms. This country is left without the legal tools to take on
such a problem. Along came GeneralClark, a U.S. general
who headedthe SouthernCommand,then headquarteredin
PanamawhenI wasArmy Commander.And he camebecause
there was U.S. radar in Vichada, which monitored the flight
of airplanesin that sectorof Colombia's east.He went with
me one day to fly over all of Vichada, observedeverything,
and askedme a question:GeneralBedoya,what is the size of
the departmentof Vichada?I answeredthat it was more than
90,000 squarekilometers.Then he askedme how many soldiers we had in Vichada, how many helicopters,how many
military basesand air bases.I answered:"We have what you
saw.One air baseand one helicopter,nothing more." He told
methat "the areaofVichadaisnearlyequalto that of Vietnam,
which is a little more than 100,000squarekilometers,and in
Vietnam, we had 2,000helicopters.I don't know how you do
what you have to do with your fingernails,without anything;
you are really making miracles,without any help. You are
heroes."
I tell you this story to give you an example of how we
have had to fight in Colombia, without anything, against a
powerful and rich enemy,which hasevery resource,which is
well armed,which hasan internationaldiplomatic corpsthat
functions, that has its delegatesin Europe, in the United
States,in the world media, which is supportedby multiple
non-governmentalorganizations(NGOs).From this, they are
battling the entire country and are morally destroyingit.

The narcos violate human rights
The country must make a great effort. The entire world
must make a great effort, becausewe are waging a war that
benefitsthe entire world, andyet the world is indifferent. Four
monthsago,I was in Washington,and thereI had a television
debatewith Mr. Vivanco,who is thedirectorof HumanRights
Watch. They invited me to participate in those debatesin the
United States,becausethey sayI am a greatviolator of human
rightsherein Colombia.And theseorganizationsalwayswant
to put me up againstthe wall. So I askedthem to allow me to
A 56-minute video featuring LaRouche, EIR Editors
question,since there were three of them againstme,
Edward
Spannaus.
Steinberg
and
Jeffiey
$25 po"tp"io ask a
OrdernumberEIE98-001 as always.I askedthem a single question:"You are always
D.C.20041-0390 fighting for human rights, which is somethingwe all do, beEIRNews Service P.O.Box 17390 Washington,
VisaorMastercard. causeI too want humanrights respected.We all want peace,
To order,call 888-EIR-3258(toll-free). Weaccept
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we all want the drug trade to be ended,I know that in the
UnitedStatesthereare20 million dmg addicts,sick andcrazy
of thetnafias
peoplein thestreetsandin thehospitals,because
and the drug traffickers.Why don't you denouncethe drug
traffickersas violatorsof human rights?Why haven'tyou
demandedthat the drug tradebe consideredan international
crime,a crime againsthumanitY?"
thatthe
But, therewasno answer.They didn't understand
produces
produces
violence,
produces
weapons,
drug trade
terrorism.That thedrug tradeproducessick people,destroys
the ecology,destroysthejungles,destroystherivers.Thatthe
drug tradetakesover govemments,as happenedhere.Here
we have a drug-trafficking government.The Presidenthas
just said so on television.He admitted that he brought in
Cali Carlel money.He reachedthe Presidencyandlastedfour
yearsruling Colombia.
If themafiasdoall this,why don'twetry theminternationally? The only thing left to the peopleafter the mafias'operationsis whathasbeenleft to us: poverty,misery,unemployment, comrption,a bankrupteconomy,congressmenon trial
for comrption. The drug trade leavesall that human misery
behindit. So,why don't we try them?Why do we allow these
like that which has
gentlementheir internationalshowcases,
and
which
are being put toin
Germany,
put
together
been
getherin Colombiaandin otherpartsof the world?
The world mustjoinColombiain thisbattle;we Colombianshavebeenleft with no otherchoicebut to defeatthe drug
trade,to defeatterrorism,becauseif we do not, thecountryis
not going to havejobs, is not going to have development,
there will no capitalinvestment,there will be no industry,
therewill be no internationalconfidence.Everythingwe producein Colombiawill be ephemeral.No one is going to want
to come to Colombid when they know they could be kidnapped.The first thing we have to do is clean up this drugtrafficking problem,and I guaranteeyou that Colombia will
startto live again.But, if Colombiadoesnot makethis decision now, startingAug. 7, a decisionto go all out and have
the whole world back us up, and we Colombianssupportthe
governmentin makingthat decision,which it hasneveruntil
now made-we tell lies every day and the world knows we
are telling lies, but it likes us to tell lies that we are waging a
greatbattle againstviolenceand the drug trade-if we don't
makethatdecision,therewillbepoverty,therewillbehunger,
we will face all the plaguesof Egypt.
This is what I wantedto tell you tonight. I will promote
the causeof Colombiawinning this fight andthat it overcome
this problemsoon.We candefeatthis tangleof drug trafficking, of violence,andof conuptionso that we don't continue
to suffer what we havebeensuffering.And I will be supporting the governmentin thesedecisions,if they aretaken,obviously. If they aren't, well, I will be the personwho tells the
Colombianswhat I think, and the ideas neededto resolve
this problem.
Thank you very much.
EIR
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Soros legalizersmap
out'Guaviare strategy'
by Gretchen Small
On June1l, in an auditoriumat GeorgeWashingtonUniversity providedby the AnthropologyDepartment'sAndesprogram, top strategistsof GeorgeSoros's internationaldrug
legalizationapparatus
convenedto map out, with controllers
of the cocagrowersof Peru,Bolivia, and Colombia,the next
phaseof their war to legalizethe drug trade.
The cover for the strategysessionwas a seminartitled
"The War on Drugs:Addictedto Failure,"sponsoredby the
organizationswhich form the backboneof the "Coca 90s"
strike force exposedby EIR in its Jutre5, 1998 Feature on
"GeorgeSoros's 'Coca Revolt' in Bolivia," including: the
Soros-funded
WashingtonOffice on Latin America(WOLA);
the Washington-based
Institutefor Policy Studies(IPS);the
TransnationalInstitute,IPS's cohort in Amsterdam,where
theCoca90sprojectis headquartered;
and Acci6n Andina,a
networkof legalizersextendingfrom LaPaz and Bogot6,to
the drug legalizationcapitalof the world, Amsterdam.
The star attractionswere six speakersfrom the Andean
Council of Coca Producers (CAPHC), an Andean-wide
narco-terrorist association. CAPHC's most prominent
spokesman,
Bolivia's Evo Morales,wasunableto attend,becausehe was deniedan entry visa into the United States.
Featuredinsteadwasa self-professed
leaderof the 1996insurrection of drug growers in the south of Colombia, Omayra
Morales,CAPHC's secretaryof informationandculture,who
hails from the departmentof Guaviare,wherethe 1996insurrectionbegan.
What emergedfrom the discussions,is that a major war
is in the making in the Andean region. The model for the
insurrection,is that July-August 1996 uprising in the cocaproducingregionsof the southof Colombia,wherehundreds
of thousandsof coca-growerswere driven by the Colombian
Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC), at gun-point, into
The critical
servingascannonfodderfor the narco-terrorists.
role assignedthelegalizationforcesassembledin that auditorium, is to createthe political conditions under which the
insurrectioncan succeed.

Backdrop of failure
The seminarwas held one day after the closeof the June
8-10 UN GeneralAssembly's Special Sessionon Drugs.
Many of the speakershad been in New York City for that
session,attempting to shape the discussionsas best they
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