II. Riots at Whckersdorf:a new level
of violence
Pentecost terror

Over the weekendof May 17-18, the Bavarianvillage of Wackersdorf
becamethe synonymfor a new quality of mob violenceagainstthe state
of Germany.Using the pretextof protestingnucleartechnology,terrorists
gatheredat the constructionsite of Ger.
and their "peaceful"supporters
many'splannednuclear-fuelreprocessing
plant. The demonstrators
called
for an end to nucleartechnology,which they claimedhad beenproven
"dangerousto man" by the Soviet disasterat Chemobyl. Their leaders,
echoingSovietleaders,claimedthat the Wackersdorffaciliryrepresented
a project "to build a German nuclearbomb."
Bivouackedat a campof severalhundredwoodenhuts and tents, more
than 4,000 preparedthemselvesfor the big rally on PentecostSunday.
On that moming, May 18, the main groupof severalthousandmoved
toward the constructionsite, which was guardedby about 1,000 policemenarmedwith water cannons,postedbehind the constructionfences.
Slogansproclaimed,"Nuclearpowermeanswaron the people,"or "Wackersdorfwill build the GermanA-bomb."
This wasnot a riot, but a premeditated,very well organizedattackon
the police and the facility. When the demonstratorscamecloseenough
to the constructionfence, attackersformed, estimatedat 1,200-1,300,
to strike at the police with slingshots,steel bolts, stones,firecrackers,
and Molotov cocktails.The m€l6eleft 183 policemeninjured, with 24
of them receivingseriousinjuries such as bone fractures.Had there not
been extensive use of tear gas, dropped from police helicopters, the
violencewould most likely have left severalpolicemendeadon the scene.
Police spokesmen,caught off guard by the attack, were in a state of
shock. The characterof the attack was new: The attackersadvancedin
three waves. The first provoked the police to move outside the fence
andcounterattack,arrestingsome.Then the secondwavehit the exposed
police full force. The surprisedpolice squadswere then hit by a third
wave, which carriedout targetedattackson individual policemen. Firecrackersand Molotov cocktailswere thrown into the facesof policemen,
as were steel bolts and sharpsteel splinters.
The ability of the police to respondwas made more difficult by the
fact that the hard-core terroristswere operating apart from the 3,000
"non-violent" protestersgathered close to the fences. The hard core
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withdrew there after eachnew assault,the "non-violent protesters"serving the violent attackersas a sort of "human wall" againstthe police.
This techniquehas been perfectedby the radical anti-nuclearmovement, and has been usedseveraltimes, at other nuclear power projects,
and at the Frankfurt Airport runway construction site.
The sceneat Wackersdorfwas accompaniedby acts of violence and
sabotageagainstrailroadtracks,electricirytowers,police stations,and
trains, for severalkilometers around. At the same time the mob was
attacking the police at the construction fence in Wackersdorf,another
smallermob stoppeda passenger
train betweenSchwandorfand Fuerth,
passengers.
smashedwindows,stolefire extinguishers,and harassed
Several hours later, a freight train was stopped, the cars were decoupled,
and the conductor'scabin bombardedwith stones.The conductor m?rragedto fleewith his locomotive,leavingthe freight carsbehind, which
were demolishedby the mob. Numerous police cars and vehicles belonging to companiesworking on the construction at Wackersdorfeven severalkilometersdistancefrom the main constructionsite-were
set on fire or smashed.
The logisticaloperationof the mobwascaniedout by squads
of between
30 and 50 personson heavymotorcycles,which circumventedthe police
barricadeson the roads. In severalcases,police managedto stop such
squadsonly at gunpoint, but without arrestinganyone. Radio communication was usedby the mob during the whole operation to connect
the variousconfrontation theatersand to report on police moves.
The riotscontinuedon Monday,May 19,with moresabotage
of railroad
tracks, attacks againstpolice cars around Wackersdod and the like.
Telephone poles were cut and banicadesbuilt on roads.On Sunday
night, a high-voltageelectricitytower wasdemolished.
On Monday morning, a groupof 30 policemen in rwo vansdrove into
an ambushof about 1,200rioters,of which 300 beganarrackingthe vans
directly. Police helicoptershad to fly in at low altitude to fire tear gas
grenadesinto the mob. Police spokesmensaid later that the scenehad
been "close to a catastrophe,"and also close to the use of guns by the
encircledpolice. Officialsstatedthat the useof firearmswould have been
fully justifiedin this life-rhreateningsituation.
The riots and acts of sabotagecontinued throughout Monday night.
Railroadtrackswereblockedby treesin severallocations,telephonepoles
destroyed,and windows of police stations in the region smashed.On
Tuesday,a mob of about50 on heavymotorbikesattackeda policestation,
with the intention of freeingthree rioters imprisonedthere. Again, the
mob was chasedawayonly at gunpoint.
On Tuesday,police finally had brought in enough reinforcementsto
be able to clear out the rioters' encampment.This removedat leastone
of the logisticalbasesfrom where the mob had been operating,but acts
of sabotagecontinued.
in arrestingonly 72.
Of about 1,200violent rioters,police succeeded

Behindthe masks

While the identity of morethan 1,000of the maskedattackersat Wackersdorfwere not determined,their origin is certainly known. The Pentecost attackshad been building for severalmonths, and were prepared
and logisticallyby the samegroupswhich had launched
propagandistically
the violent anti,nuclear riots of previousyears.
Tagesryitung,one of the principal mouthpiecesof the pro-terrorist
undergroundin West Germany, prior to the attack, had reported that
"anti-nucleargroups"from Brokdorf, Lueneburg,and Grohnde werepart
of the mobilization againstWackersdorf.Thesewere the siteswhere the

EIR SpecialReport

first violent attacksoccurred,during the period from 1977to 1981. Also
groupsfrom the anti-runway movement at Frankfurt Airport poured into
the Wackersdorfarea. The anti-runway movement, which emergedin
late 1981, hasbecomethe training ground for terroristsand their fellowftavelers,whosegroupstest their mobiliry and strengthagainstthe police
guardingthe runway area.
It is from the anti-runway movement that connections to violent
opponentsof Japan'sNarita Airport, have beencultivated over the years.
It is from the Narita-Frankfurtconnection, that the image of civil war
againstthe statehasbeenbuilt up in the mindsof the most radicalgroups.
Film clips of the bloody battles between the Narita protestersand the
policein the early1970shavebeenshownat "solidarityevents,"
Japanese
as well as films of the violent riots at the German nuclear power sites
Brokdorf(1977-81),Grohnde(1978.80),and Gorleben(1979-81).
Thus, a network of some I0-lZ thousand violence-proneJacobin
"streetfighters"in Germany, organizedaround the Revolutionary Cells,
the "Autonomous" movement, the Nicaragua Solidarity Committees,
variousanarchisticgroups,and the like has been carefully nurtured and
built up in Germanyover the past 15 years.In May, this Jacobinnenvork
the center of violent confrontation with the Gerdeclared\ilTackersdorf
man state,which they call "the pig system."
Thesegroupshold public meetings;their intentions are known, as are
their targets.The so-calledAnti-lmperialist Congressof 900-1,000 extremists, which took place at Frankfurt Universiry in February 1986,
discussedthe formation of a European-wideterror front, as well as the
importanceof the "anti-nuclearmovement." A document of more than
60 pageswas circulated among congressparticipants,which mentioned
\Tackersdorf as one of the "fronts," where the linkage of terrorist, antiNATO, and anti-nucleargroupswas to occur.
Thus, it came as no surprise,that portraits of Ulrike Meinhof and
Gudrun Ensslin, rwo of the foundersof the Red Atmy Faction (BaaderMeinhof) ga.g, appearedon postersat the rioters' camp at Wackersdorf
as early as March 1986.
Severalgenerationsof radical"squatters"(occupiersof abandonedhousing, principally in Berlin), ecologyextremists,"anti-imperialists,"pun[<s.
ters, and motorcycle gangshave helped to produce a hard core of about
2,000 German youth willing to commit violence againstthe state. This
circle of extremists,which overlapsthe terroristorganizations(Red Ar*y
Faction,RevolutionryCells, the "Autonomous"), hasbuilt its own health
service,its own communicationnetwork, its own logistics,its own police
counter-surveillance,and can be assembledby telephone chains at any
point in Germany in 24 hours.
There are around 10,000 fellow-travelersof the hard-core terrorists,
who would join actsof violence at little risk to life and limb. They build
encampmentsand help with the logistics-from food, blankets, and
radios,to megaphonesand munitions neededfor sabotage.Thesegroups
are violence-prone enough to causeproblemsfor the police, even when
they gang up in mobs smaller than the one at Wackersdorf. The police
in Germany have had bloody experiencewith them for more than 15
years,and clasheshave becomemore violent over the past 7 or 8 years.
In direct confrontationswith such groups,the police, who are under
a great deal of political pressurenot to useweapons,can gain the upper
hand only if they havea clearmajority. At Wackersdod 1'000 policemen
confronted more than 1,000 rioters, who were committed to killing.

The rcle of the
Greens

Law enforcement officials are confronted with a much more difficult
political problem in dealingwith suchattacks.Elevenyearsof campaigns
for "ecology"and againstnuclear power have producedseveralhundred
thousandGerman citizens,who considera "green" issuea higher value
than the state and its institutions. Al[ in all, the ecologymovement in
German addsup to more than 2 million citizens-the voting baseof the
Green Party.
Not only is the Green Partya political harbor for terrorists,with some
even protected by gaining seatsin state and federal parliaments;it has
alsobecomethe main political mouthpiecefor anti-nuclearhysteria.The
Green Party held its national convention at just the time of the \Uackersdorfattacks, and cheeredon the terrorist violence.
The Green convention took place in Hanover, more than 500 kilometersfrom \07ackersdodbut stayedin closecommunicationswith the
rioters.\U7hennewsof the firstbloodyclasheswith, and casualtiesinflicted
on, the police at Wackersdorfwascommunicatedto the convention, the
delegatesapplaudedenthusiastically.
The atmospherein Hanoverhad beenpreparedby leadingGreenslike
national executivememberRainer Trampert, who termed "every single
one of the 3?4 nuclearpower reactorsin the world a declarationof war
againsthumanity." He addedthat all nuclearprojectshad to be stopped,
since they were "actsof stateterrorism"and "nuclear murder againstthe
people."
The Wackersdorfproject, the planned construction of Germany'sreprocessingplant for spentnuclear fuels, wasdeclareda "project to build
a Germannuclearbomb." This absurdchargesoundedlike the propaganda
put out by the Soviets,the Eastbloc, and the German Communist Parcy
(DKP). It was no accident. The "verbal agreement"of the Greensand
the Sovietsperhapsreflectedthe fact that Trampert had beenin Moscow,
conferring with Soviet PresidentAndrei Gromyko and other Kremlin
officials,just a few daysbeforethe Green convention in Hanover began.
The way the Greensreactedto the Chemobyl disasterindicated how
much they view the world through the screenof the Kremlin's propaganda. Th.y called the nuclear accident "a waming to mankind," and
called for the immediateclosingdown of nuclear reactorsin Germany.
For the first three weeksafter the Chemobyl accident, the Greensrefused
to saya singlecritical word againstthe Soviets,becausethey didn't want
"to join ranks with the anti-Soviet campaignin the Westem media."
The post-Chemobylhysteriacampaignin Germanyabouthow nuclear
radiation would contaminateWest Germanfood, waswhipped up prominently by the Greens,who consideredthis a transmissionbelt for their
mobilization againstWackersdorf.Green Party memberJoschkaFischer,
minister of ecologyaffairsin the stateof Hesse,first boycottedan effiort
by his minister colleaguesin other statesto get the hysteriaundercontrol;
then he marched ahead extreme decreesbanning the sale of all fresh
produce in Hesse,and then he presenteda document calling for the
"withdrawal from nuclear technologyat all costs."
Fischer is prominently linked to the anti-Wackersdorfmobilization.
On Dec. 12, 1985, he was swom in as minister of ecology affairs in
Hesse,and nvo dayslater he appearedas one of the prominent guestsat
For severalyears,Fischer
the anti-nuclear encampmentnear\0Tackersdorf.
hasbeenco-publisherof the Frankfurt ngPflasterstrand,which is a mouthpiece for numerousviolent groups,including the movement againstthe
Frankfurt Airport runway. Pflastnsnandis also one of the most anti.
American publications in the Frankfurt region.
Apart from the Green Parry leadership, the organizersof the anti-
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Wackersdorfproject itself also maintain direct contact with Moscow.
The leaderof the ecologygroup at Amberg (near \Tackersdorf),Helmut
lUilhelm, one of the organizersof the protest actions feeding into the
Pentecostriots at \Tackersdorf,spent time in Moscow in January. He
had been invited by the Soviets. By the time he arrived, the Soviets
were alreadyattackingWackersdorfaspart of "a plan to build a German
nuclearbomb."
ln short, the Sovietspicked the target, and devisedthe propaganda
context, for the Jacobinassaulton the German reprocessingfaciliry.

The German
Can:.m.unistFartl'

Far more important than the more numerous, but also heteronomous
Greens,is the tiny GermanCommunistParty (DKP). A proto-Stalinist
cadre organization,dependenton an annual subsidyof 50-60 million
($22-26million) from EastGermany,the DKP hasbeen
deutschemarks
a central element in the emergingof the West German "anti.nuclear"
Jacobinmovement.
The DKP has helped, with funds, manpower, and its printing capacities, to build the movementagainstnuclear power in the West since
the mid-1970s.The party organ, UruereZeit, has been a mouthpieceof
the anti-nuclearand anti-American movement for more than 10 years.
Soviet nuclear technology,of course,has never been attackedby Unsere
Zeit. The DKP alsoplayeda prominent role in building and broadening
the massmovementagainstthe "NATO airport project" of the Frankfurt
runwaybetween1981and 1983.The DKP printing pressalsodid good
serviceto slandercritics of the movement as "CIA agents."
Thus it cameasno surprise,that from the very beginningof the protest
actionsagainst\Tackersdorf,the DKP waspresent.Membersof the DKP
from the region aroundWackersdorfhelpedto build the 6rst anti-nuclear
encampmentin August 1985, and the secondone in December1985.
At the end of 1985, UnssreZeit reported:"The chairman of the Re.
gensburgDKP section personallyhelped to raise the wooden crossof
resistance"in the encampment.On Jan. 7, 1986, UnsereZeit revealed:
"ln the construction of the camp, the logistical supply, DKP members
from Oberpfalz[region around WackersdorfJparticip"i.d. At the same
time, the communistsorganizedinformation campaignsin the cities."
Since then, the DKP and its presshave given the growing protest
movementagainstWackersdorfregularsupport.The DKP pressportrayed
the riots of Pentecostweekendas "police brutality" againstthe demonstrators.
Forpublic purposes,the DKP hasmaintaineda certainpolitical distance
from the Greens. It sticks to the idea of a "popular front," rather rhan
organizationalmergerwith other parties.This leavesroom for political
and financial blackmail, for changesof alliances,and shifting political
emphasis.The DKP has, for example,defendedSoviet nuclear reactors
even after Chernobyl, attackednuclearpower in the'Westem countries,
criticizedthe Greensas"irrational," and at the sametime, supportedthe
movement against Wackersdorf-all without the slightest ideological
problems.
If politically convenient, more direct alliances are made, however,
and in the caseof the movement against\Tackersdo{ the DKP has
droppedits caution and mergedwith the Greensfor the Bavarianstate
elections in October. Thus the DKP's election front, "PeaceList," has
placed its member Schrammon the slate which the Green Party from
Mittelfranken is fielding in the upcomingelections.Mittelfranken is the
region directly neighboringon the Oberpfalzregion, where Wackersdorf
is located, and contributed a sizablecontingent to the recent riots.
In addition to the direct infilnation of the Green and anti-nuclear
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In addition to the direct infiltration of the Green and anti-nuclear
movement by DKP cadre, there is the direct role of the East German
inteiligenceservicein steeringthesemovements.A report of the West
Germanfederalinterior ministry mentions"active measures
againstthe
nuclear industry in the FederalRepublicof Germany" as part of the long
list of "active measures"by Eastemagenciesaimed at destabilizingthe
Germanstate.The report, which waspublishedin February1985,says:
"According to currentevaluations,the Chief InvestigationDepartment
of the Ministry for State Security [East German central inteiligence
5slviss-MfS or Stasil had plans in the mid-?Osfor long-terrnmeasures
directedat severelydisruptingthe economicdevelopmentand economic
capabilitiesof Germany. Through influence and support of presscampaignsagainstthe supposed
dangersof nuclearpowerdesignedfor civilian
use, the intent was to achievea broad mobilizationof the population
againstnuclearfacilities.
"As an exampleof a plannedbut ultimatelynot realizedaction, there
were deliberationsin the Stasi to deposit small, harmlessamounts of
radioactivesubstancesin the surroundingsof nuclear power stationsor
processingplants. The projected nuclear processingplant of Gorleben
waschosenasa target. For reasonsof political opportunity, this measure
wasdelayed.The Stasireasonedthat it would be a biggersuccess,if the
project could be hit with such a measureshortly before the completion
of the plant."
Traditionally, \07estGerman intelligence servicesand the media are
orderedby the faction of the govemmentaroundForeignMinister HansDietrich Genscherto "keep their handsoff" such stories.

Social Democrats

join the fuay

The GermanSocialDemocraticParty (SPD) is playinga leadingpart in
the escalationof the irregularwarfarefocusedon the nuclear industry.
Opposingthe Wackersdorfproject from its very beginning, SPD officials
in the Wackersdorfdistrict mainly played the role of legal sabotageof
the plant. The two district commissioners,Hans Shuierer and Benno
Zierer, delayedthe beginning of constructionof the reprocessingplant,
and encouragedthe actionsof the "movement."
Both Schuierer and Zierer were regular participants in anti-nuclear
rallieson the site, and both haveattackedthe police for "brutality against
peacefuldemonstrators.
" Police actions prior to the Wackersdorfconfrontation were called "terrorism in its pure form" by Schuierer,and did
not change his view even after the Wackersdorfrioting, but instead
attackedthe Bavariangovemment. Schuiereris now facing disciplinary
chargesby his superiors.
On a national level, the SPD hasdenouncedthe \Tackersdorfproject,
and calledfor the endof all nuclearconstructionin Germany.Conceming
the Greens,the SPD pursuesa policy of closepolitical alliance,and in
the state of Hesse,has even formed a coalition govemment with the
Greens.The SPD alsomaintainsclosecontactswith the liberal govemment coalition partner, the Free Democrats.The Free Democratshave
also denouncedthe Wackersdorfproject.
Becauseof its position of power nationally, the SPD, riddled with
Soviet agentsof influence,playsa much more destructiverole than the
Greens and DKP taken together. The SPD forms a political shelter for
both the Green Party and the DKP, helping them to proceedwith their
subversiveactivities. For the SPD, the two minor parties,and the "movement" arepawnsin its gameto decoupleGermanyfrom the U.S. nuclear
umbrella,and then from membershipin NATO. Encouragingthe move.
ment againstnuclear power, meansan entry into a massivemovement
against(!?estem) nuclearweaponsfor the SPD.
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SPD executivememberErhardEppler, addressinga major anti-nuclear
rally at \Tackersdorfon Feb. 12, summedup this political game, when
he defendedthe radical ecologists:"l alwayskeep telling my friends in
the SPD, theseare your friends, they make your policy possible."
The Bavarianstatesectionof the SPD, which wantsto toppleChristian
Social Union govemor Franz-Josef
Straussin the October elections,has
documentedhow these"friends"indeedmaketheir policy possible.When
on March 16, riots near lilTackerdorf injured 72 policemen, Bavarian
JusticeMinister Lang accusedthe SPD of having encouragedthe clashes
through its alliance with the "movement," and of "allying with enemies
of the state." The SPD parliamentarygroup marchedout of parliament
in protest, demandingthat Lang resignor be dismissedfrom office. On
all issuespertaining to security questions,the SPD has boycotted the
parliamentarysessionsever since, as a sign of "fundamental disagreement.

tt

Sincethis incident, and evenmoresosinceChemobyl, SPDspokesmen
have repeatedlychargedthe Bavariangovemment and the police with
"exaggeration"and "brutality." On Easterday, the whole stateexecutive
of the Bavarian SPD joined ranks with the anti-nuclear movement at
Wackersdorffor an "Easter rally." This one remained relatively non.
violent, however.
During the Pentecostdemonstrationthe SPD prominentsdid not pur
in an appearanceat l7ackersdorf.But SPD state slate-leaderFred Hiersemannand his energypolicy spokesman,Hans Kolo, one of the leading
anti-nuclear voices in the Bavarian SPD, were in East Berlin the day
after the bloody clashesof Wackersdorf. Th.y were shaking hands with
SocialistUnity Party chairman Erich Honecker and discussing"ecology
issues.
"

Requirementsfor

securityforces

l0

Very few political leadersin Germanyhave respondedadequatelyto the
new escalationof violence.The CDU/CSU federalparliamentaryfaction
chief, Alfred Dregger,commentedon the Wackersdorfriots: "For the
first time after the Hitler dictatorship,the threat is not coming from the
outside, but from within." He added that under red-green (SPD and
Green Pr.ty) alliances,democraticrule would be abolished."The right
of the fist would take over more and more, as ir did under the rule of
the brown power."
State Attomey-General Kurt Rebmann also issueda harsh waming:
The riotersof Wackersdorfrepresenta possiblepool of personnelfor the
terroristRedArmy Faction,RevolutionaryCells, and other terror groups.
The spokesmanfor the conservativepolice union cameout with similar
statements.
For years, competent security and police specialistshave demanded
effective measuresagainst the escalationof street violence. The first
measuremust be the creationof a federaleffectivespecialfile on violent
rioters and the terrorist supportapparatus,which would allow effective
police measuresbrf-e violence breaksout. This measurewas constantly
sabotagedby former Interior Minister Gerhard Baum, a FreeDemocrat,
until 1983. Since then, SPD- and SPD/Greengovemedstateshave kept
up such sabotageof intemal securiry.Anti.police groupscontrolted by
Greens, Communist Party specialists,or even "former" terroristshave
gained influence.
A second urgent measureis the reinstatementof the anti-riot law
which wasthrown out in 1970,when the Willy Brandt govemmenttook
over and started a vast sweepagainst the German securiry apparatus.
This law guaranteedefficientcrowd control, since if violence werecommitted, the police could issuethree wamings,and if unheeded,then the
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Terrar in Lower
Saxonyts streets

whole crowd,violent or "non-violent,"couldbe subjectto arrestor other
measures.Today, violent criminals can alwayshide behind the human
wall of "non-violent" demonstrators,preventing police measuresani
resulting in almost no arrests.
Another requirementis the introduction of police shotgunsand pistols
designedfor anti-riot ammunition, which could keep attacking crowds
at a distanceof 50 meters.
These minimal measures
will have to be implementedimmediarciy,,
in order to demonstratethat the stateis not willing ro compromisewith
the kind of mob rule which destroyedthe Weimar Republic in the earlv
1930s.
The increasein violent, sometimesarmed attacks againstcandidates
and election workers of the Pacnotsfor Germanyduring its electorai
campaignin the stateof Lower Saxonydramaticallyrevealshow far our
of control the so-called"militant scene"in West Germany has alreadl'
become.The attacksfrom the Green, left-extremist,and terroristmilieu
reachedtheir peak in attemptedmurder, but included all forms of rerror,
personalintimidation, verbalabuse,telephonethreatsagainstcandidates
of the Patriots;the SA-sty[edestructionof information tablesand posrers,
slashingof automobiletires, and attackson election meetingsby up rc,
200 "professionaldemonstrators.
"
A striking feature of the actions againstthe Patriots was the strong
participation of the Tlre Socdaldsc
Gemwn YoungWorl<crs,(SDAJ), the
youth organization of the German CommunistParty (DKP).
The comparisonto the final phasesof the lilTeimarRepublic is obvious,

Sf€et ieror in WackoBdorl:ofr May20, 1986,2,000partiallymaslcd demorlstdorssuroundeda policapatroland sst policecars on fire.
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especiallysincethe "terror in the streets"has apparentlymadesuch an
impressionon the editors of the massmedia :hat neither the outrages
describedbelow, nor the repeatedmassivedeploymentof police made
necessaryby those outrageswas even reported in the pressof Lower
Saxony,let aloneon television.

An eyewitness
report

n

The actions of the enemiesof the Patriots came to a climax in the
disruption of the final major Patriot event on June 12 in Braunschweig,
by a horde of 200 professionaldemonstratorsfrom the autonomous,proterrorist,punk milieu. The following is an eye-witness
report:
"On the day of the major event, the attempt had earlier been made
to obstruct a Patriot motorcade and a meeting in downtown Braunschweig.Becauseof the strongpresenceof plainclothespolice, the hoodlums decidednot to employ the objects that they had brought in their
obviouslystuffedpocketsand in the sleevesof their leather jackets,but
to merely disrupt the Patriots' speecheswith deafeningly loud alarm
whistlesor with their constant, hystericalshouting of 'Nazisget out,'
'Fascistswine,' and so forth. Interestingly,
the rioters had photographers
present who constantly took pictures of Patriots' membersand plainclothespolicemen;otherscarefullywrotedown all licensenumbers.Characteristically,they alsocarefullyweighedthe srrengthof their own "troops"
againstthose of their enemy, in order to determine whether or not an
attack could be carried out successfullyunder the circumstances.
"ln the daysbeforethe event, a leaflet from the 'Anti-Fascistsof FH
Braunschweig'was
distributed,in which the appealwasmade'to prevent
the electoral meeting of the Patriots.' The argumentsgiven as to why
'They
the meeting had to be prevented are of interest:
[the Patriotsl
demand a strict prohibition of the Greens, building up the nuclear industry, and completeparticipation in the SDI.' In a leaflet entitled
'Peoples'Front Against Reaction,Fascism,and'War,' the
demandwas
alsomadethat the Patriots'meetingbe prevented,and the Patriotswere
slanderedas the 'fascistsof today.' The time and place of the Patriots'
meetingwereannounced,with the requestthat readersbe there on time.
In small print, the namesof the individuals who had rented out the
meetingspaceweregiven, along with other restaurantstheseindividuals
also rent out-a veiled invitation to demolish one or more of those
restaurantsas revengeagainsthaving rented to the Patriots.
"On the eveningof the meeting,militant autonomistsand professional
demonstratorsgathereddirectly in front of the meeting place about an
hour beforethe event was to begin. The number of demonstratorsgrew
to 200-a numberunprecedentedin Braunschweig.There wereno casual
demonstratorspresent;thesewere exclusivelyhard.core, mostly armed,
professionaldemonstrators,with kerchief masksand leather clothing,
exactly the sort that had been at \Uackersdorfand Brokdorf. That many
people who came to attend the meeting tumed back on seeing this
situation, not daring to go in, is easily imaginable.Those who did dare
to go on weremassivelyattackedverbally, even physically.The building
was surroundedby these chaotics lclwotenl. Only sensiblemeasuresby
the police, who were present in sufficient strength, preventedmassive
violent attacksagainstand inside the building where the meeting was
held.
"The chaotics made no pretenseabout their intentions. They shouted
'Dragthe swineout! Bust
continually,
them in the mouth!'or'\Ue'll get
you all, you fascists!'Sloganswere chanted againstthe police: 'Police
protect fascists!'and there was considerablefighting on numerousoc-
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Tenor in the streetsin LowerSaxony:200thugs-"aulonomous" demonstratorsand punkersparade in lront of an electoralmeetingof the Patriotsfor Germanyon June 12, 1986, in
Braunschweig.

casionsberweenchaoticsand police. Becausethe chaoticsseriouslywanted
to act on theil sloganssuch as 'We'll get you all,' there were incidents
suchasthe arrestof a femalepunkerfrom an extremelyviolent and wellknown punk group from \0Uolfsburg,
who had shot at a policeman with
a slingshot. A screwdriverwas confiscatedfrom another chaotic that,
usedas a knife, can producesevereinjury.
"Given this situation,thosein chargeof the meetingdecidedto adjourn
after a short speechby the leadingcandidate,to make surethat meeting
participantscould make a safeexit. As it tumed out, the rioterswere
not merely concemedwith breakingup the meeting, but quite clearly
with making deliberateattacksagainstPatriot members,who were in
part escortedon the run to their carsby police.The riotersthen attempted
to attack individual automobiles,which led to considerableproperty
damage-extemal mirrorswere smashed,tires slashed,etc.
"A particularlydangerous
situationdevelopedas two leather-cladautonomistsfollowedthe car in which the American guestspeaker,Janice
Hart, and her husbandwere riding. The two autonomistsbegan a systematicpursuit.When Mrs. Hart's car stoppedat a red light, one of the
rioters jumped out of his car and went over to Hart's car with drawn
weapon.The worst was preventedby the quick-thinking driver, who
immediatelyspedaway, and did not stop until he came to some of the
police carsthat were presentin great numbersin the area. The weapon
involved was a gasgun, which can causesevereinjury and is indistinguishableto a laymanfrom a revolverloadedwith live ammunition.Both
autonomistswere arrested.
"Actual Weimar conditions! It was not only the intimidation, the
threats,the bodily harm to the meetingparticipantsthat recailedWeimarthe intimidation of the host, who wasnecessarilyfearfulfor his property,
also showedparallelsto the storm troopersof the Weimar Republic."

Spray'paint and
bomb threats

There followed a number of even more violent attacks and attempts at
intimidation againstthe Patriotsthrough telephoneterror, bomb threats,
spray-paintedslogans,and property damage:
Celle, M"y 23t A Patriots' election worker only narrowly avoided
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severeor fatal injury when an individual speedingby in a motorcycle
sidecarthrew a pavementstone through the windshield of the Patriots'
public-addresscar. The stone hit the windshield at head level. Fortunately, the driver had the presenceof mind to duck, which prevented
the plasterstonefrom hitting him in the head with full force. The driver
was only slightly injured; the stone also smashedthe back window and
woodenframe of the back seat. Had the stone hit the driver's head, he
would very possiblyhave been fatally injured, which was clearly the
intent of the individualswho committed the act.
Wolfsburg, May 20: A punk group consistingof 10 individuals destroyeda Patriots' information table, and seriouslyinjured the arm of a
femalePatriots'member.
Wolfsburg, May 31: The same punker groups violently attacked a
Patriots'election worker, and threatenedhim with a knife.
Early June: A Green sympathizerhit a Patriot election worker on the
side of the head, bursting the Patriots' eardrum.
Norderney, June 2: Approximately 10 chaotics with faces painted
white intended to disrupt a meeting, but were preventedfrom entering
the hall.
Norden, june 2: Twenty Greensand membersof the SDAJ tried to
stop a Patriots' meeting, screaming slogans such as "Nazi swine,"
"LaRouche=NSDAP/AO" (Nazi Party). The female restaurantowner
was intimidated by their demandto know why she "allowed the fascists
to hold a meetinghere." Only police presencepreventedanything worse
from happening.
Telephone terror against candidates:Anonymous callers abusedcandidateswith remarkssuchas "Haven't you taken off your brown uniform
yet?""Nazi swine, I'[ finish you off." A farmer-candidatefor the Patriots
receivedcalls waming, "We'll blow up your farm." The wire fenceof the
cattle enclosureof another farmer-candidatewas cut one night.
Spray-painted slogansin Melle: A campaign of harassmentwas instituted againstthe Patriot candidatein Melle. All his campaignposters
were tom down throughout the area, and sloganssuch as "Patriots Go
Home" were spray-paintedin large letters on the street in front of his

meetingon June12, 1986in Braundisruptan electoral
Two hundredthugssuccessfully
schweig,despitea strongpolicepresence.
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house.A largeblack swastikawaspainted on his house,and, at the bus
stop directly acrossfrom his house,the threat wasspray-painted:"Patrior
go home. Better dead than Patriot. You swine! On Friday, you're done
for!" (A Patriot meeting wasplanned irr Melle that Friday.) The threat
wassignedwith a z placedin a circle.
Melle, June 6: On short notice, Greens and other organizationsannounced a demonstrationagainstnuclear power, and marcheddirectly
past the Patriots' meeting place. About 25o/oof the marcherscame to
the Patriots' meeting, and around 15 individuals attempted to disrupt
the meetinginsidethe hall, while the otherscauseda disturbanceoutside.
After the meeting, the demonstratorsformed a sort of cordon, through
which the meetingparticipantshad to pass,accompaniedby insultsand
abuse.
Hanover, lune l0: A Patriots'meeting in the downtown areawasso
disruptedby a largepunker groupthat it had to be canceled.The punkers
were mostly dressedin black; they all carried beer bottles and made it
clear that they intended to break up the meeting: "Fascists,swine, Nazi
swine" were the standardinsults on this occasion. That evening, the
samepunker group, in part coming from thelndepenlentKornstrasseYouth
Center,which servesasa cenrerof violence in Hamburg, appearedagain
at the meeting. There were frghts at the door, and here, too, only a
significantpolice presenceensuredthe peacefulcourseof the meeting.
Hanover, June 1l: In addition to a largenumberof anonymousthreatening calls at the central election office of the Patriots, a telephoned
bomb threat was received at 12:59 p.m. The caller said: "This is the
Liberation Front of Moscow.At 4:00 p. m. Cenral EuropeanTime today,
a bomb is going to blow you up." Around 12:45p.m. on the sameday,
the words "Get out, Nazis" were painted on the office entrance door in
red spray-paint.
The number of violent attacksagainstthe electoral campaignof the
Patriots,committed with greatcriminal energy,allowsonly one conclu.
sion: If the repetition of Weimar conditions in the coming months is to
be stopped, then "able-bodieddemocrats"must take a stand for their
constitutional state, and defend their police, their arrny, and their institutionsagainstthis massiveattack.
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